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The Irish Brigade 
The 35th Indiana Infantry 

 One of the largest immigrant groups to come to Ameri-

ca in the first half of the 19th century was the Irish. Driven by 

the potato famine of 1845-52, the hatred of the English and the 

hopes of a new beginning, thousands of families left Ireland and 

came to the United States and started a new life. Many of the 

young men of these families, by the fate of relocation, ended up 

becoming soldiers in both armies during the Civil War. Here 

was the opportunity for them to strike out on their own, earn a 

little money (even if only $13 a month), and, for many, embark 

on an adventure the likes of which they would never have 

known back in Ireland. 

 Justin Smith is a re-enactor with the 35th Indiana Vol-

unteer Infantry, more commonly known as the Irish Brigade. For 

the April meeting, he brought not only the history of the 35th 

with him, but also the accoutrements of a typical Irish Brigade 

soldier, including a couple of items that were unique to the unit.  

 Justin got hooked on re-enacting as a boy when his 

brother made it a point to trump him on everything mili-

tary...except one particular period- The Civil War. Why his 

brother passed over this period of military history...well, who 

knows? But it gave Justin the chance to dig into something that 

became his area of expertise. He began re-enacting in 2005 and 

attended 32 events that year, extending his wifeôs patience a bit 

too far. Today, he still does the weekends wearing the hot 

clothes, swatting flies and eating the cruddy food, but he paces 

himself better. 

 The 35th was formed in December of 1861. Indiana 

governor, Oliver P. Morton, issued Special Order #181 to form 

an Irish unit that Indiana could contribute to the cause. Morton,  

a close friend of Lincolnôs and anxious to see his state well 

represented in the Union army, tried every conceivable way 

he could dream up to recruit men, form units and send them 
off to fight. In many circles, the Irish immigrants had been 

considered a rough, even uncouth, group of people, so loyal 

service in the war, supporting their new country, could help to 

give some of them a chance to ñredeemò themselves in that 

regard. Another motivation for many was the thought to serve 

in the U.S. Army, get the experience needed to be good sol-

diers and leaders of soldiers, then return to Ireland when their 

duty here was done and use their new-found expertise to ñtoss 

the bloody Englishò out of their homeland. Perhaps not very 

realistic, but certainly inspirational, at least for some. 

 So off to the Western Theater they went. The first 

engagement they were involved in was the clash of Bragg and 

Buell at Perryville, KY, in October of 1862, but the unit was 

only lightly engaged. Their first serious action was at the Battle 

of Stoneôs River in Murfreesboro at the turn of the new year. 

The Irish Brigade fought well and was one of the only units 

that didnôt cave in on the left side of the Union line. The 35thôs 

Colonel Bernard Mullen had to be ordered to pull back three 

times before the realities of the situation finally forced their 

withdrawal.  

After a minor skirmish at Dobbinôs Ferry, they moved on and 

were engaged at Chattanooga and Chickamauga where they 

were able to take a breastworks during the battle without firing 

a single shot. In June of 1864, the regiment was involved in the 

Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in the Atlanta campaign  where 

their newest commander and good Irishman, Major John P. 

Dufficy, was killed. Command of the 35th then went, curious-

ly, to a man of German heritage, Lt. Col. Augustus Tassin.   

Then they were involved in the fierce action at Franklin, TN, 

and later at Nashville in November/December of 1864.  

How do you celebrate the Irish Brigade at a roundtable 

meeting? With an Irish cake, of course! Erin Go Bragh!  

Corporal Smith and a comrade in front  

of their regimental flag.  



The unit was sent to Texas toward the end of the war and 

was mustered out of service in October of 1865.  

 Altogether in the war, the 35th lost 55 men killed 

or mortally wounded and over twice that many wounded 

with many more missing. Many of these were men who 

were captured and sent to Andersonville Prison in Georgia, 

where 15 of them perished. Another tragedy that befell the 

soldiers of the 35th actually happened after the war had 

ended and the men of the unit were headed home to family 

and friends. At least seven of them were on board the ill-

fated ship Sultana, a grossly overloaded steamer that was 

carrying men home when its boiler exploded and over 1,500 

died. Three of the Irish Brigade died in this horrible trage-

dy, while the other four survived. 

 After finishing an overview of their regimental 

history, Justin went on to relate what being a living histori-

an was all about, including some comments on his activities 

as a re-enactor and a quick look at some of the actual gear 

that the 35th uses today...and in the Civil War.  

 

 

 What makes an Irish Brigade member unique 

among all the other ñboys in blueò in the Union army? One 

thing was that they were allowed to wear green hats. While 

the Black Hats were a feared unit, the men wearing green 

were well-respected, too. The only other indication that a 

man was a member of an Irish unit was that they had green 

piping, or edging, on their jackets. Unit pride was all im-

portant in most cases, and these small symbols of unique 

recognition were all important to most, if not all, the men of 

the Irish Brigade. 

  

 

 

Post Office Releases New 

Civil War 150th Stamps  
 The United State Postal Service has released its first 

edition of what will be five sheets of stamps to commemorate the 

150th anniversary of the Civil War, to be introduced one sheet 

per year for the years 2011-2015. The first sheet has six each of 

two depictions, one on Ft. Sumter, and the other on First Bull 

Run. They are 44-cent 

Forever stamps, 12 to 

a sheet that can be 

used for all types of 

regular mail. They 

also have other art-

work on the sheet and some 

explanatory text. For details 

of the series, go to: 

www.usps.gov 

 

 

The Ten Best Commanded  

Battles of the War 
     A few years ago, the Civil War Trust (then the Civil 
War Preservation Trust) issued its list of the ten best commanded 

battles of the war. We thought it would be interesting to take an-

other look at these and see what roundtable members think: 

     Battle  Cmdr.  Date(s) 

1. Chancellorsville Lee (CS) May 1-4, 1863 

2. 2nd Manassas Lee (CS) Aug. 29-30, 1862 

3. Nashville  Thomas (US) Dec. 15-16, 1864 

4. Briceôs Crossroads Forrest (CS) June 10, 1864 

5. Cedar Creek  Sheridan (US) Oct. 19, 1864 

6. Shiloh  Grant (US) Apr. 6-7, 1862 

7. Franklin  Schofield (US) Nov. 30, 1864 

8. Gettysburg  Meade (US) July 1-3, 1863 

9. Drewryôs Bluff Beauregard (CS) May 16, 1864 

10. Monocacy  Wallace (US) July 9, 1864 

 Agree? Disagree? Send your comments or opinions to 

newsletter editor Steve Rolfe, srolfe@indiana.edu, and we will 

publish then in the next Sentinel. 

Encampment Date Now Set 
 In July, the Monroe County History Center (MCHC) 

will be hosting a traveling exhibit from the Ft. Wayne Art Mu-

seum entitled ñReflections of the Civil Warò that will feature a 

number of interesting and unique photos from the war years. 

The MCHC will also host the annual encampment on the lawn 

again on July 30th. In conjunction with all of this focus on the 

war, the MCHC would also like to include in the exhibit any 

documents, photos, records,  relics, memorabilia, etc. from any 

Monroe County residents with Civil War ancestors. [The ances-

tors do not have to be Monroe Countians...only the loaners!] 

 If you have any such items, please contact Secretary 

Steve Rolfe so that paper items can be  copied and returned to 

you. Other items will be catalogued and protected and returned 

to the owners at the end of the exhibit.  

Re -enactor  

Justin Smith 

explains the 

Irish Brigade 

and their 

equipment to 

roundtable 

members.  

Above: a green kepi from the 

35th.  

Right: Major, later Lt. Col. 

John P. Dufficy, Reg. com-

mander killed at Kennesaw 

Mountain  
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Gettysburg Casino Plan  

RejectedðAgain! 
 The Civil War 150th anniversary was only a day or 

two old when the first ñvictoryò of the commemoration was 

recorded. On April 14, the Pennsylvania Gaming Commission 

rejected a second proposal to build a casino on property adja-

cent to the south edge of the battlefield. Similar to one that 

was voted down a couple of years ago, this would have put 

gambling so close to the ñhallowed groundò that Lincoln so 

eloquently spoke of that it would have not only degraded the 

service of the soldiers who fought and died there, but would 

have sucked incredible numbers of dollars away from the 

heavily underfunded Park Service. Many thanks to the Civil 

War Trust for organizing the successful fight against this 

abomination.  

Election Results for 2011-2013 

MCCWR Officer Corps      

 April is also the month the roundtable selects new 

officers. Our by-laws provide for the three person officer 

corps...president, secretary and treasurer...to hold two year 

terms, with a limit of two consecutive terms in any one office. 

With no nominations from the floor, the slate presented last 

month by the nominating committee of John Crosby, Charlie 

Matson and Randy Stevenson was approved by voice vote. 

The new officers are: 

 

President Kevin Shiflet  first term 

Secretary Steve Rolfe  second term 

Treasurer Larry Cady  first term 

 

 While these folks will lead the group, many other 

tasks will need to be accomplished and volunteers are always 

welcome. Just contact any officer to offer your help. 

2011-12 Program Preview 
 Below is the program schedule for next season. We 

think itôs a great one and will be our best yet. Put these on 

your calendar now! 

 

Sept. 13 Jeff  Patrickï The Battle of Wilsonôs Creek 

Oct. 11 Dick Worsenaï The Story of the H.L. Hunley 

Nov. 8 Gail Stephensï Lew Wallace in the Civil War 

Dec. 13 Annual holiday dinnerï contributorsô  program 

Jan.10- Ray Beeker- The Fire-eaters 

Feb. 14 Larry Cadyï The Impact of the Telegraph 

Mar 13 Rick Watsonð Committee on the Conduct of the 

  War (we will try again!) 

Apr 10 Scott Schroederï Stealing the General 

May 8 Kevin Shifletï topic TBA later 

June 12 Charles Matsonï Wilderôs Brigade at Hooverôs Gap 

  

If you have a program to share, we are already looking at the 

2012-2013 program list, so let us know and we will find you a 

spot. These programôs are not only informative, they are fun! 

Ft. SumterðMaybe the Worst 

Mistake the Confederacy Made?  

 While it is, of course, an unsupportable ñWhat if?ò, 

what follows is an interesting perspective from the New York 

Times on April 13, 2011, by columnist Adam Goodheart. What 

do you think? Let us know at srolfe@indiana.edu and we will 

continue the discussion in a future Sentinel. 
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Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
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May Program to Be Unique 
 While it is listed on page 4, another special reminder 

note is in order for our May program. Local CW re-enactor 

(19th Indiana) and musician Mark LaPointe has been working 

on a history of music from the Civil War period. Our May 

program will feature Mark and two more musicians to both 

tell the story of and actually perform this music for the 

roundtable. This will be something totally different and should 

be a lot of fun. Please plan on coming and bring any family or 

friends who enjoy grass roots music in a live performance. 

Remember, 7 pm on May 10th! 

Did You Know? 
 Every soldier at the Garrett Farm (including Boston 

Corbett) where John Wilkes Booth was cornered and shot to 

death, received $1653 in reward money. 
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