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Looking to a Great 2012! 
 This year-end issue of the newsletter finds 2011 slip-

ping into the books and 2012 approaching with a great degree 

of anticipation for our group. To celebrate the passage of an-

other excellent year, members met at the annual holiday din-

ner on the second Tuesday of December. Our new host this 

year was the wonderful staff at Bell Trace, which prepared a 

feast worthy of Dickens for our enjoyment, although, for the 

life of us, we were unable to locate the plum pudding! It is 

safe to say that, in spite of this, no one went hungry. 

 While the meal was excellent, the fellowship was 

better. We were pleased to have the Executive Director of our 

ñparentò organization, Diane Ballard of the Monroe County 

History Center, join us this year. We all got to know each oth-

er better rather than just worry about event times, promotion, 

etc., as we so often get caught up in doing as we lead our dai-

ly, ñregularò lives.  

 So how did we fare in 2011? Our biggest accomplish-

ment, of course, was the inauguration of our annual David 

Wiley Memorial Lecture in September to kick off our 

ñseasonò.  Our first lecturer was Jeff Patrick from Wilsonôs 

Creek National Battlefield, in Republic, Missouri, a lecture 

received with many accolades. Next year our Wiley speaker 

will be the legendary Ed Bearrs , for which we have partnered 

with the Monroe County Public Library. If you have never 

seen Ed speak, put this one on your calendar! 

 We also had our first ever musical program with local 

musician  Mark LaPointe doing a set of Civil War era tunes. 

This was one of our most attended programs ever. We will 

bring Mark back in the spring for an encore. Again, ñmarkò 

your calendar now.  

 What else is ahead in 2012? Membership continues to 

increase as the word gets out that we are, or at least try to be, a 

quality organization properly focused on our mission. This 

should allow us to continue to improve our programs and to 

encourage our ñregularsò to dig a little deeper into their inter-

est in the war and, perhaps, to share their knowledge of any 

topic, no matter how small, with the larger group.   

 The Overlease Library will be getting a permanent 

home after the first of the year as we have been given the go-

ahead to make a more permanent, more visible and more ac-

cessible corner in our host facility to be not only a materials 

repository but also a small reading/study area for anyone who 

wants to drop in and spend a few minutes or a few hours. 

Look for details and a ñgrand openingò in the spring.  

 All in all, the roundtable is on firm footing and 

should continue to establish itself as a respected fixture in the 

area of Southern Indiana/Civil War popular history. Please 

feel free to let us know what you think we are doing right...or 

wrong...by contacting any of the people listed on page 3.  

2011ï A Photo Review 
Remember these programs? 

January (above) ð 

snowed out!  

February (far rt.) - 

Gen. Montgomery 

C. Meigs  

March (rt.) - W.T, 

Sherman as a 

young soldier.  

April  (above) -1st  Irish  

May  (left) - Mark LaPointe 

gave us Civil War music  

June (far left) - Cong. Benja-

min Wade of the Committee 

on the Conduct of the War  

September  (above) - 

Wiley lecturer Jeff 

Patrick at Wilsonõs 

Creek Battlefield.  

October (above) - 

The CSS Hunley  

November (rt.) - Ma-

jor General Lew 

Wallace.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sherman_young.jpg


Monroe County's Digital Collec-

tion Project Needs Your Input 

 
 Currently under way is a Digital Collection Pro-

ject for local Civil War documents. It as a joint effort of 

several organizations, including the Monroe County Histo-

ry Center and the Monroe County Public Library. Remem-

ber that, if you have any documents that are from or con-

cern the war years here in Bloomington, loan them to one 

of these places so they can be scanned and returned safely 

to you. They will become a part of our local history and 

will be available to all. If you have questions, contact the 

History Center at 332-2517 and ask how you can help. 

Roundtable Snow       

Policy Reminder  
The Roundtable and the History Center 

follow the Monroe County School Sys-

tem when inclement weather is in the forecast. Yes, that 

means snow and/or ice! If conditions are iffy, just access the 

local media and find out if schools have been closed that day. 

If so, the Roundtable will not meet. Itôs just that easy. You 

can also call any of the people on the Executive Board at the 

end of this newsletter. Letôs hope  we donôt even have to 

check this year! 

From Harperôs Weekly. December 14, 

1861. Submitted by member Scott 
Schroeder. For all Harperôs archives, 
go to http://www.sonofthesouth.net/

leefoundation/the-civil-war.htm 

New Monument to General Patrick Cleburne 

Recently Dedicated in Wartrace, Tennessee 
 A new monument to Irish-born Confederate General Patrick Cleburneôs Divi-

sion was dedicated on December 10, 2011 in Wartrace, Tennessee.  This marker is part 

of the memorial park in Wartrace and it lies just west of the Nashville & Chattanooga 

Railroad tracks (now run by CSX Transportation).  The park is across the road from 

the Chockley Tavern, which served as Cleburneôs headquarters in the Tullahoma Cam-

paign.  Within this park, in addition to the monument remembering the fight at Liberty 

Gap north of town by Cleburneôs Division in June 1863, are also markers for the dead 

Arkansas soldiers killed in the fighting.  General St. John Liddellôs Brigade, part of 

Cleburneôs Division, held off a powerful Union infantry attack on June 24-25, 

1863.  This all-Arkansas command fought tenaciously until finally forced to the south-

ern end of the gap by superior numbers.  

 This is the second monument raised in recent years to General Cleburne or his 

men.  A monument of the general was placed at Ringgold gap in Ringgold, Georgia a 

few years ago to honor the stand his crack division made against Joseph Hookerôs 

Corps in late November 1863.  This stand allowed the defeated Army of Tennessee, 

shattered at Missionary Ridge, to retreat safely back to Dalton, Georgia.  Cleburne won 

the thanks of the Confederate Congress and became known as the ñStonewall of the 

West.ò - [Thanks to Clarksville, TN, CWRT] 

 In the Greenbush Cemetery in Lafayette, IN, there is a 

new Civil War memorial alongside several graves of both Union 

and Confederate soldiers. The Confederate graves have a sharp 

point, where the Union gravestones are rounded.  The story is that 

the confederates didnôt want us ñYankeesò sitting on their stones 

so they made them pointed.   Local history indicates that the sol-

diers had been killed in a ñtrain wreckò.  These Confederate sol-

diers were from the local prisoner of war camp and the Union 

soldiers, who were on their way to a Chicago hospital, were 

killed in the Crane Train wreck. Lafayette was home to a prisoner   

of war camp.  Fairview 

Township website de-

scribed it as: ñCivil War 

Prison - In February 

1862, 712 Confederate 

prisoners (largely from 

the 32nd and 41st TN) 

were deployed to Lafa-

yette from Indianaôs 

quota of  9,000 and 

were put under guard in 

the Old Red Warehouse 

and Sample Porkhouse 

near Canal and Green, 

until illness forced re-

moval of some to a 

makeshift hospi-

tal.ò   [submitted by 

friend of the roundtable 

Lou Malcomb] 

New CW Memorial in Lafayette 

Donôt Forget...Ed In September! 
Keep your calendars open. Legendary CW historian and 

battlefield guide Ed Bearrs will be in Bloomington for 

our 2nd Annual David Wiley Memorial Lecture on Sep-

tember 11, 2012. Watch for details here. 

Ed at Stones River  

https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd39a3fc9dd649a89722284de2abf1c8&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sonofthesouth.net%2fleefoundation%2fthe-civil-war.htm
https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd39a3fc9dd649a89722284de2abf1c8&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sonofthesouth.net%2fleefoundation%2fthe-civil-war.htm

