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The Joint Select Committee on the Conduct of the War 
Congressional Oversight in Time of War—A Good Idea...or a Bad One? 

 Our originally scheduled speaker for our last meeting 

of the 2010-2011 season, Donna Schmink of the Indiana War 

Memorial Flag Preservation Project, was unfortunately injured 

in an automobile accident in May and was unable to come to 

Bloomington and tell us about her work. While her injuries were 

not minor, she expects a full recovery and we will get her down 

to see us as soon as she is able and we can work her back into 

our list. [Get well quick, Donna!].   

 However, jumping in to the fray to save us was one of 

our own, Rick Watson, as we finally had a nice warm month for 

his twice-postponed-by-snow program on the title committee 

above. And it was worth the wait! This is one of the more ob-

scure aspects of the war and most of us knew very little about 

the topic. Rick filled us in admirably. 

 Created in early December 1861 by Congress and pop-

ularly known as the War Committee, the Joint Select Committee 

on the Conduct of the War was believed necessary to counteract 

a rash of Union military setbacks in the summer and fall of 

1861. Armed with the power of subpoena, the committee was 

given broad discretion to investigate any aspect of Northern 

military or naval affairs, "past, present, and futureò. 

        Because the Republican Party controlled Congress during 

the Civil War, Republicans also dominated the committee by a 

margin of five to two. Senate members included Republicans 

Benjamin F Wade of Ohio (chairman) and Zachariah Chandler 

of Michigan, two of the most prominent radicals in the Republi-

can Party. Andrew Johnson of Tennessee, the only senator to 

retain his seat from a seceded state, was the sole Democrat on 

the committee. However, Johnson did not last long. When ap-

pointed military governor of Tennessee in March 1862, he was 

replaced by Joseph Wright, the former governor of Indiana.  

 House members included Republicans George W. Jul-

ian of Indiana, John Covode of Pennsylvania, and Daniel Gooch 

of Massachusetts. Moses Fowler Odell from Brooklyn, New  

York, was the sole Democrat on the committee from the 

House. But, in the end, the House members had much less 

impact. It was Chandler and Wade who were really the 

heart and core of the group. 

 What probably set the seed for the committee was 

the fact that both Wade and Chandler were among those 

Washington-ites who jumped in their carriages and rode out 

to Manassas to witness what they thought would be the 

quick Union victory that would end the war almost before it 

started. Instead, they became part of the ñgreat skedaddleò 

of people who were competing for road space as they...and 

the entire Union army...turned tail and fled to the city when 

the battle clearly became a Confederate victory. While flee-

ing himself, Wade loathed the idea of cowardly soldiers. It 

has been suggested but not proven that Wade actually 

pulled his carriage across the road and tried to stop the flee-

ing soldiers in blue, but with no success.  

 The committee seemed like a good idea to try to 

resolve some of the problems that the country was facing in 

a new war with a new president. 

But, from the beginning, it was 

affected by some issues that 

never went away. First, there 

was a basic distrust of Lincoln 

for several reasons, including his 

inexperience, his ties to the 

ñSouthò through his birthplace 

and the fact that his wife had 

several family members that 

joined the Confederate army. 

There was also concern when Lincoln began making mili-

tary decisions with Congress not in session, some worrying 

that he would become a dictator.  

 Another theme that ran throughout the life of the 

committee was a distrust of West Point officers. When you 

are running a war with a new army led by mostly West 

Point graduates, this is a problem. And most of the mem-

bers were rabid abolitionists, or, as in Johnsonôs case, not 

necessarily an abolitionist but someone who simply could 

not stand the planter aristocracy of the South. Most north-

erners, on the other hand, including the Union officer corps, 

typically leaned toward anti-slavery views but were defi-

nitely not overzealous abolitionists. These divergent feel-

ings made the members of the committee unlikely to see 

much in the way of understanding or compromise when it 

came to tough issues. They made many more enemies than  

  

L.to.r. ð Andrew Johnson, TN; Zachariah Chandler, MI 

and Benjamin Wade, OH.  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.19470/?co=cwp


friends during their wartime existence.  

 The committee did not formally exist until December 

of 1861, but the Union defeat at Ballôs Bluff in late October 

was the last straw for Wade, Chandler and others. This Union 

defeat was relatively minor in comparison to the battles to 

come in the war or even to First Bull Run a few months before, 

but it had an enormously wide impact in and out of military 

affairs. A sitting senator, Col. Edwin Dickinson Baker of the 

15th Massachusetts, was killed in the battle. His death (still the 

only sitting senator to die in battle to this day) led to severe 

political ramifications in Washington. The ensuing outcry, and 

a desire to learn why Federal forces had lost battles at so far at 

Bull Run (Manassas), Wilson's Creek, and now Ball's Bluff, led 

to the future committee members actually calling the new Un-

ion Commander Gen. George McClellan in and asking him 

why he had failed and why he would not attack more aggres-

sively. Eventually they met with Lincoln and at least had a 

hand in persuading Lincoln to relieve the aging and rotund 

Winfield Scott and replace him with McClellan. 

 After its formal creation in December, the committee 

launched its first official investigation into the debacle at First 

Bull Run, focusing on the leadership of Gen. Robert Patterson. 

They implied he was sympathetic to the South and even hinting 

that he was related to Confederate General Joe Johnston (he 

was not). In the end, Patterson was weakly exonerated but car-

ried the faint damnation of the committee with him from then 

on. 

 Next they took up Ballôs Bluff and pilloried Union 

General Charles Pomeroy Stone, a West Point graduate, and 

even came up with a set of forged blood-soaked orders that 

indicated Stone had sent Senator/Colonel Baker recklessly to 

his death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stone was found responsible and was imprisoned but never 

brought to trial. After some time, he was released and had lim-

ited service in the army for the remainder of the war, resigning 

in 1864. After the war he used his military background to gain 

a position in the Egyptian army since he had been maligned 

beyond repair by the committee. 

 This pattern of investigative intimidation was repeated 

throughout the war years. In 1863, they went after Fighting Joe 

Hooker, an anti-abolitionist, West Pointer and...horrorséa 

Democrat!, Then, in 1864, under the auspices of uncovering 

waste and fraud, the committee went after virtually the entire 

Army of the Potomac and its commander, general George 

Meade.  

 In the final assessment, history has deemed that the 

committee had some success in exposing fraud and raising mo-

rale in the nation, but mostly it was an exercise in witch-

hunting by some very powerful politicos.  

Death of Senator Baker, Oct. 21, 1861  

How Many Battles Were There? 
 What follows is the Civil War Preservation Trustôs 

list of the total number of engagements during the war, by 

state. Can you name the four in Indiana? 

Ed Bearrs in Bloomington? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The Roundtable is hoping to get legendary battlefield 

guide and Civil War historian Edwin C. Bearrs to come to 

Bloomington in the fall of 2012 to kick off our season as the 

David Wiley Memorial lecturer.  Bearrs was born in 1923 on 

a Montana cattle ranch, served in the Marines in WW II and 

was wounded 9 times in the South Pacific. While recovering 

for 26 months in San Diego, he made good use of the library 

there and began his passion for the Civil War. He served as 

the Chief Historian for the National Park Service for many 

years and now holds that title emeritus.  

 At almost 90, the unmistakable gravelly voice, stac-

cato delivery and amazing powers of retention are his hall-

marks as he still does over 200 tours a year. A few of our 

members spent two days with him at Franklin, TN, last De-

cember and can attest that you have to scurry to keep up with 

him even now. Announcements will be made during the 2011-

2012 season of the roundtable to update everyone on the pro-

gress of this quest and to establish a fund that will be set up to 

defray expenses and fees for Mr. Bearrs or another renowned 

historian if he is unable to come. Watch this space! 

Alabama  78 

Arizona     4 

Arkansas              167 

California    6 

Colorado    4 

Dakota Terr.  11 

Dist. Of Col.    1 

Florida   32 

Georgia               108  

Idaho     1 

Illinois     1 

Indian Terr.  17 

Indiana     4 

Kansas     7 

Kentucky              138 

Louisiana             118 

Maryland  30 

Minnesota    6 

Mississippi              186 

Missouri               244 

Nebraska     2 

Nevada      2 

New Mexico   19 

New York     1 

North Carolina   85 

Ohio      3 

Oregon      4 

Pennsylvania     9 

South Carolina   60 

Tennessee               298 

Texas    14 

Utah      1 

Virginia               519 

Washington Terr.     1 

West Virginia  80 

 

Ed Bearrs and MCCWR member Scott Schroeder  
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2011-12 Program Preview 

Sept. 13 Jeff  Patrickï The Battle of Wilsonôs Creek 

Oct. 11 Dick Worsenaï The Story of the H.L. Hunley 

Nov. 8 Gail Stephensï Lew Wallace in the Civil War 

Dec. 13 Annual holiday dinnerï contributorsô  program 

Jan.10- Ray Beeker- The Fire-eaters 

Feb. 14 Larry Cadyï The Impact of the Telegraph 

Mar 13 Mark LaPointeï Civil War Music II 

Apr 10 Scott Schroederï Stealing the General 

May 8 Kevin Shifletï topic TBA later 

June 12 Charles Matsonï Wilderôs Brigade at Hooverôs Gap 

New York Times and  

Civil War History 

 We have mentioned it before, but the New York Times 

continues to dazzle on most weekdays with its ongoing series of 

essays on the Civil War. These pieces are wide ranging but 

geared to help you follow the war day-by-day much as its read-

ers did 150 years ago. They are written by Times columnists, 

historians, and many other experts with a unique and varied per-

spective on the war and its effect on the American landscape. 

 If you are a non-NYT digital reader at the present time, 

that is no problem. Just go to www.NYTimes.com and search 

for the opinion page, then look for the ñOpinionatorò articles 

with the tagline ñDisunionò. The Times has recently begun 

charging for their on-line digital edition, but if you do not want 

to or cannot pay the monthly fee, you can still look at up to 20 

articles per calendar month free of charge. This will get you 

most of the content in all but the busiest months.  

The Bennett Place 
 [Steve Rolfe sends this travelogue of his recent stop 

at a seldom-visited Civil War site in North Carolina.] 

  

 Ask most people when the Civil War ended and they  

will say itôs an easy answer...April 9, 1865, when Lee surren-

dered to Grant at Appomattox. Over 27,000 soldiers passed by  

Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain to stack their arms and the 

Army of Northern Virginia ceased to exist. 

 But, there was another Confederate army still in the 

field, one that was over three times the size of Leeôs. It was 

the Army of Tennessee, 89,000 strong, under the command of 

General Joe Johnston. This force had been sparring with Sher-

man much of the spring of 1865, including a significant en-

gagement at Bentonville, NC, on March 19-21. After Johnston 

got word of the Lee surrender, he realized that continuing the 

ñcauseò was futile and surrendered his entire army to Sherman 

on April 18 at this site. However,  the terms offered by Sher-

man were considered too liberal, so both Grant and Lincoln 

rejected Shermanôs acceptance of surrender and he was in-

structed to ñtake up the campaignò once more.  

 At this point, Johnston, while frustrated, had no op-

tion but to ñre-surrenderò, even in opposition to directions 

from Jefferson Davis, under terms more in line with those 

Grant offered to Lee at Appomattox and did so yet again on 

April 26. It is a bit more complex than that, in reality, but a 

great story, nonetheless. 

 The Bennett place is the farmstead of a local man 

who had no idea when he looked out his front door one day 

that the two largest armies on the continent would ride up and 

use his log home as a place to make history. Located just out-

side Durham, NC, it is a North Carolina State Historic site but 

is, although small, a well maintained facility with a first rate 

visitorsô center, a museum and an excellent video presentation 

of the events surrounding Johnstonôs surrender. If you happen 

to be in the Raleigh/Durham/Winston Salem area, be sure to 

take some time to make the pilgrimage to this little known 

James Bennettõs Farm        

near Durham, NC.  

CSS Hunley Work Continues 
 The Knoxville News Sentinel recently ran an article on 

the ongoing efforts of a team or historians, archaeologists and  

preservationists to study the CSS Hunley, the first submarine to 

sink another ship in the history of naval warfare. Of course, in 

its destruction of the USS Housatonic in Charleston Harbor, the 

Hunley was damaged and sank as well with all hands on board 

lost. The ship was raised several years ago and the investigation 

of the remains the ship will continue for years to come. Note at 

the bottom of this page that one of our own members, Dick 

Worsena, will provide a complete history of the project and, we 

are confident, the latest on the progress of the study. For the 

News Sentinel article, go to:  
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2011/jun/23/

scientists - begin - righting - confederate -

submarine/  

Manassas 150th Almost Here 

 The beginning of the sesquicentennial commemora-

tion of the actual fighting in the war is just around the corner. 

Thousands of reenactors and visitors are expected for the 150th 

anniversary of the First Battle of Manassas/Bull Run July 21-

24. Special tours and living history are scheduled at both the 

Manassas National Battlefield Park and at several area loca-

tions. A large reenactment also is planned for July 23ï24. For 

an hour-by-hour schedule and a map of the venues see 

www.civilwartraveler.com/150/Manassas-events.html.  

[courtesy Civil War Traveler] 

Annual MCHC Encampment Set 
 The Monroe County History Center will have its 
annual Civil War encampment on Saturday, July 30th from 
10 am to 4 pm. It will be an activity-filled day that will in-
clude a soldier's day with cooking examples: try hardtack, 
roll calls, firing drills, a working medical tent, an 1800's 
woodworker, wool spinning, sock knitting. WildCare will be 
outside with birds of prey and the superstitions soldiers put 
on these birds. Mark LaPointe, Civil War Era Musician, will 
be here performing his amazing music! For details, see: 

www.monroehistory.org 

https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=56c2213d0a174ba383e7dd82fe6073bc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.knoxnews.com%2fnews%2f2011%2fjun%2f23%2fscientists-begin-righting-confederate-submarine%2f
https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=56c2213d0a174ba383e7dd82fe6073bc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.knoxnews.com%2fnews%2f2011%2fjun%2f23%2fscientists-begin-righting-confederate-submarine%2f
https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=56c2213d0a174ba383e7dd82fe6073bc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.knoxnews.com%2fnews%2f2011%2fjun%2f23%2fscientists-begin-righting-confederate-submarine%2f
https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=56c2213d0a174ba383e7dd82fe6073bc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3fllr%3dax9w9xbab%26et%3d1106287716707%26s%3d3421%26e%3d0015sc0uKdiIAkSqLxZRBlp9TzLCX1IaDHBpSJbjA508g133JLgDUl9ezlBLwcu8IdeR6f-0Kt772Vx8Df0_324


                  MCCWR Roster of Honor  

  

 

[If you want your information included here, send it to Secretary Steve Rolfe at srolfe@indiana.edu, or bring it to the next meeting.]  

 

Capt. Ephraim Waterman Wiley, Co. H, 8th Maine Inf.ðGrandfather of former MCCWR President David Wiley. Present or 

active at Port Royal, Fort Pulaski, Dreweryôs Bluff, Cold Harbor, Chaffinôs Farm, Deep Bottom, Spring Hill, White Oak Road, Fort 

Gregg, Fort Baldwin, Petersburg and Appomattox. 

 

Sgt. Charles Thomas Shanner, Co. A, 63rd Indiana Volunteer Inf.- Great-grandfather to MCCWR board member John Crosby.  

Chattanooga-Atlanta Campaign, Clay Springs, Battle of Atlanta. 

 

Col. James McMannomy, Commander, 63rd Indiana Volunteer Inf.- Ancestor of MCCWR member Matt Hoagland. Second 

Manassas, fought Morganôs Raiders at Shepherdsville, Kentucky. 

 

Pvt. William Nicholas Shiflet, Co. I, 10th Alabama Infantry—2nd Great Grand Uncle to Kevin Shiflet, MCCWR Treasurer. En-

gaged, to some degree, at Dranesville, Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Gaines Mill, Frazierôs Farm, Second Manassas, Harp-

ers Ferry, Sharpsburg, Hazel River, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Second Cold Harbor, Petersburg, High 

Bridge, Farmville and Appomattox. Pvt. Shiflet is only one of a total of seventeen of Kevinôs ancestors who served the Confederacy, 

including thirteen cousins, two third great granduncles and two second great granduncles.  

 

Jacob Mann, Co. A, 16th Iowa Inf.- Ancestor of Allan Sather, MCCWR member. Fought at Resaca, Adairsville, New Hope 

Church, Kennesaw Mountain, Peachtree Creek, and Bald Hill (Atlanta) where he was captured and sent to Andersonville Prison.  

 

Sgt. Miles M. Oviatt, US Marine Corps- Great grandfather of Mary Pat Livingston, member MCCWR.  Served aboard USS Van-

derbilt, USS Brooklyn.  Fought in Battles of Mobile Bay and Fort Fisher.  Commended for Medal of Honor for his service at Mobile 

Bay. Voyages included south Atlantic, Indian Ocean chasing blockade runners and capturing those renegades ships.   

  

Pvt. Luther Oviatt, Pennsylvania 14th Cavalry, Co. I- Gr-Gr-Gr Uncle of Mary Pat Livingston, member MCCWR.  Harper's Fer-

ry, Monocacy Bridge protection of B&O RR. Died at Hammond Hospital, Point Lookout while on duty. Buried Arlington Cemetery. 

 

Pvt. Cyrenas A. Young, 85th New York Infantry, Co K.- Oviatt ancestor of Mary Pat Livingston.  Plymouth, Kingston, New 

Bern, Petersburg, Suffolk. Spent time at Andersonville Prison, then sent to Florence Prison where he died days before the war ended. 

 

Cpl. James Dickson- 10th Wisconsin Infantry, Co. D; 3rd great grandfather of MCCWR member Scott Schroeder. His only real en-

gagement was at the Battle of Perryville where he was killed in action. 

 

2010-2011 Season 
 This is the final regular issue of The Sentinel for the 

2010-2011 season. We will meet for the beginning of next 

yearôs exciting schedule on the second Tuesday of September. 

The officers, board members and presenters would like to 

thank one and all for their interest and support for the great 

year we have had. Special thanks, as always, go out to our 

ñparentò organization, the Monroe County Historical Society 

for the use of a great facility and the support of a first-class 

staff of folks who, like all of us, hold the preservation and 

study of history of all kinds to be something of great value. 

***See you in the fall!*** 

Contact Information 

President  Kevin Shiflet  361-7491 

Secretary, newsletter ed. Steve Rolfe  336-0757 

Treasurer  Larry Cady  935-6124 

Hospitality  Allan Sather  876-8003 

Programs  John Crosby  339-2572 

Board Rep & tech help Rick Watson  332-4483 

Board Rep & tech help Randy Stevenson  824-5284 

Board Rep  Ray Beeker  331-8925 

Monroe County Civil War Roundtable 

c/o Monroe County History Center 

202 E. 6th St. 

Bloomington, IN 47408 

http://www.mccwrt-in.org/ 

 

*** 

Quote of the Month 

 

“Let us determine to die here, and we will conquer. There is Jackson, standing like a stone wall. Rally behind the Virginians! 

 - Attributed to Brig. Gen. Barnard Elliot Bee as a rallying cry to his men at Manassas, July 21, 1861. Bee was wounded  in 

the assault and died the next day, the first high ranking officer to die in the war.  

*** 


