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William Tecumseh Sherman 
Looking At the ñTerror of the Southò From a New Perspective 

 Most of us know William Tecumseh Sherman as the 

man who assured Lincoln his victory in the 1864 presidential 

election by taking Atlanta in the fall of that year, and who then 

cut a swath across north Georgia and ñgaveò the beleaguered 

president the city of Savannah as a Christmas gift that holiday 

season with the ñMarch to the Seaò. Fewer know of his contin-

ued loyal military service in his post-war years, including serv-

ing as the Commanding General of the U.S. Army during 

Grantôs term as president. And probably fewer yet know of his 

time spent in and his affection for the South  when, in 1859, he 

accepted, at the suggestion of former colleague Major Don Car-

los Buell, the position as the first superintendent of Louisiana 

State Seminary of Learning and Military Institute, todayôs Loui-

siana State University.  What formed and drove this man some 

called a ñbeastò and many thought was crazy? It is significant to 

look at his early years in Ohio to answer this question. 

 Born in 1820 in Lan-

caster, Ohio, Sherman was the 

sixth in a family that eventually 

grew to eleven children. His 

father, Charles, died unexpect-

edly and  almost penniless in 

1829, so Cump, as he was 

known all of his life, was 

ñadheredò to another family in 

the city, the Ewings. This was a 

common practice in this day 

when it was not unusual to have 

large families, and certainly not 

unusual for times to be hard foe 

many of them. He was taken in 

and reared as if he was a natural 

child of his new ñparentsò, 

Thomas and Maria Ewing.  

 Sherman wanted for nothing with the Ewings. He was 

given whatever he needed and even one thing he did notðhis 

first name. Born only as Tecumseh Sherman, this was not 

deemed by Maria Ewing, a devout Roman Catholic, to be a good 

Christian name, so, as it was the Feast of St. William on the 

Catholic calendar the day he arrived to live in the Ewing house-

hold, he became William T. Sherman. But his good fortune at 

landing in a situation that afforded him everything he knew in 

life was also one of the things that haunted him for the rest of 

his days. The impact of losing his natural father at such an early 

age and his immediate dependence on his ñfosterò family made 

him feel devastated, insecure, angry and quite alone in the 

world. Sherman never really overcame these feelings in his life,  

no matter how much 

success he had, and they 

affected virtually every-

thing he did and every 

decision he made. 

 Sherman se-

cured an appointment to 

West Point in 1836, but 

it was again as much a 

burden to him as it was a 

long-held desire because 

it was obtained through 

the connections of his 

ñstepfatherò, and he was 

once more beholden to 

this man when he wanted 

to be independent and 

make his own way in life.  

 Even romance got complicated because of  his 

mixed feelings on his life. When Sherman decided to marry 

at age 30, it was, inexplicably, to his ñfosterò sister, Ellen 

Boyle Ewing. Here he was, wanting rid of the Ewing influ-

ence, but for some reason (love, perhaps?) inextricably in-

tertwining himself with the Ewing clan for life. And Ellen 

never really wanted to leave Lancaster, demanding that 

Cump become Catholic (he was baptized but never actually 

practiced the religion) and leave the military (that never 

happened). Yet they stayed together as a couple in name if 

not  physically. Sherman spent most of his adult years away 

from her, although they did find the proximity to  produce  

eight children. 

 And one of these children, the first one, named 

Minnie, only served to heighten Shermanôs struggle with 

himself, his family and his feelings. When he was offered 

the chance to resign his commission and supervise the 

building of a new bank in San Francisco, Ellen decided, 

somewhat surprisingly, to join him in moving to the west 

coast. Minnie was only two at the time, and the idea of los-

ing both their daughter and their granddaughter was more 

than the Ewings could take. They begged Ellen to stay with 

them in Ohio. They offered, again, to work Cump into the 

family business if he would stay. In the end, what they were 

incredibly able to do was to talk both Cump and Ellen into 

leaving their daughter behind in Ohio to be raised by the 

grandparents! Sherman saw her only when he visited Ohio 

from that point on. 

A very young Sherman 

in military dress  

The Ewing home in Lancas-

ter where Cump grew up.  
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 In 1861, with the onset of the Civil War, Sherman 

returned to the army, this time to stay, A natural organizer 

and leader of men, he was fulfilling a life-long dedication to 

duty. But even this part of his life started badly. In com-

mand in Louisville, he felt he was undersupplied, and per-

haps overestimated the Confederate strength in the area. 

After being attacked by newspapermen, a group he would 

distrust the rest of his life, he overreacted and had to be 

replaced by Don Carlos Buell, his benefactor from his ap-

pointment at the Louisiana State Seminary only two years 

earlier. This sent him into a state of deep depression, fos-

tered, no doubt, by what in his eyes were failures or short-

comings in his marriage and family life. It was at this time 

that many began to say, some more overtly than others, that 

he had lost his mind and was ñcrazyò.  

 But his reassignment to Grantôs command and his 

brilliant performance at Shiloh just a few months later 

would turn things around and set him on a path of reward-

ing fulfillment that would set the tone for success that he 

kept the rest of his life, with only minor setbacks.  Grant 

became a lifelong mentor and friend, even when they disa-

greed sharply on the control of Indians in the West during 

Grantôs presidency. Grant saw through the personal issues, 

perhaps because he had his own, and knew the value of this 

bright star of the army, taking Sherman east with him when 

he assumed the command of all Union forces during the 

war, giving Sherman his old command. It was in this capac-

ity, now on his own, that Sherman charged to the victory at 

Atlanta and  formulated the ñMarch to the Seaò, cutting the 

Confederacy in two and dooming the South.  

  

 

  

 During his life, but mostly in his early years, Wil-

liam T. Sherman was a man beset by demons. It is to his 

credit that he was able to overcome them and, forged in the 

crucible of the Civil War and with the support of his friend, 

Ulysses Grant, become an icon of his era. Was he crazy? 

No, but he was loyal almost to a fault and it would serve 

him well. When challenged to condemn Grantôs supposed 

excessive drinking, Sherman refused, he demurred, saying 

simply, ñGrant stood by me when I was crazy, and I will 

stand by him when he is drunk.ò This was Cump Sherman.  

Monroe County Civil War 

History Coming in April  
 Our ñparentò organization, the Monroe County History 

Center, will be hosting two of our roundtable members next 

month during their regular ñThird Thursdayò program on April 

21st at 7 pm. Larry Cady and Steve Rolfe are teaming up to talk 

about the very particular participation of Monroe Countians in the 

war, the effects on the home front, and a closer look at a couple 

of individuals from the county who fought and came back to live 

out their lives here. 

 While this is not a roundtable event, all members are 

encouraged to come and find out a bit more about their own fel-

low citizens. The Third Thursday evenings cover a wide range of 

Monroe County history and topics and are always free to all. Plan 

mow and bring your friends and family to a ñsecond roundtableò 

meeting in April! 

 

Another Look at the Archives 

Forger from Last Month 
     Remember from last month the forger at the National 
Archives who changed the date on a Lincoln document to make it 

ñmore historicò? Member Allan Sather recently received some 

very interesting information from a list-serve he belongs to. Ironi-

cally, it showed up the same day he read the article on the forger 

(ñLincoln Expert Confessesò in the last Sentinel) who got caught 

trying to ñchange historyò. His name was Thomas Lowry and he 

figures prominently in this website as well: 

 www.theindexproject.com 

 Allan pondered ñLowryôs is a name I wasn't familiar 

with.  I wonder how his confession is going to effect his online 

and book business !ò Good question!  

 

 Civil War Heritage Days     

Coming to Hendricks County  
 The Danville Public Library and Hendricks County His-

torical Museum are sponsoring Civil War Heritage Days this 

summer. Current plans for this June 25/26 festival include Civil 

War units, an agriculture and transportation display, music, a 

Civil War ancestor show and tell, a high tea, a quilt display, a 

church service and more. [Thanks to the Indianapolis CWRT 

newsletter The Hardtack for this notice.] 

!! Call For Items (2nd Notice)!! 
 In July, the Monroe County History Center (MCHC) 

will be hosting a traveling exhibit from the Ft. Wayne Art Mu-

seum entitled ñReflections of the Civil Warò that will feature a 

number of interesting and unique photos from the war years. 

The MCHC will also host the annual encampment on the lawn 

again this summer. In conjunction with all of this focus on the 

war, the MCHC would also like to include in the exhibit any 

documents, photos, records,  relics, memorabilia, etc. from any 

Monroe County residents with Civil War ancestors. [The an-

cestors do not have to be Monroe Countians...only the loaners!] 

 If you have any such items, please contact Secretary 

Steve Rolfe so that paper items can be  copied and returned to 

you. Other items will be catalogued and protected and returned 

to the owners at the end of the exhibit.  

Sherman in 1865 shortly after 

Lincolnõs assassination. 
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Reminder: Marlin Mini  

Marathon of Education   
 Marlin School on Bethel Lane is planning a Mini-

Marathon of Education for their grades K-3. They will have 

10 or so stations manned by volunteers (you maybe?)  spend-

ing about 10 min. with each of several groups.  They would 

love to have someone from our roundtable, preferably in uni-

form or costume, to interact with the children. 

 The date is Friday, May 6, from 1-3 pm, with set-up 

a half hour earlier. If anyone is interested in having a fun af-

ternoon with some MCCSC kids, please contact: 

 Lisa Hutchcraft ,  lhutchcraft@hamilton-exhibits.com  

812.876.9539 Home 

317.371.1024 Cell 

Nominations Out for 2011-2013 

MCCWR Officer Corps      

 Besides being the 150th anniversary month of the 

beginning of the Civil War, April is also the month we in the 

roundtable select new officers. Our by-laws provide for the 

three person officer corps...president, secretary and treasur-

er...to hold two year terms, with a limit of two consecutive 

terms in any one office. A nominating committee of John 

Crosby, Charlie Matson and Larry Cady have worked together 

over the last few weeks and determined a slate of candidates. 

A short business meeting will precede our April program in 

order to vote on this slate. Nominations will also be accepted 

from the floor for anyone who has confirmed a willing nomi-

nee not already on the following slate.  

 

     For 2011-2013, the nominees for MCCWR officers are: 

President Kevin Shiflet  first term 

Secretary Steve Rolfe  second term 

Treasurer Larry Cady  first term 

 

We should all thank John, Charlie and Larry for their diligent 

work in tackling this necessary task and completing it so suc-

cessfully! 

Redfordôs Film The Conspirator 

to Be Released in April 
 Robert Redfordôs new movie, The Conspirator, will 

be fully released across the country in April. It is the story of 

Mary Surratt, the woman who owned a boarding house that 

John Wilkes Booth and his fellow plotters used for meetings 

to plan the Lincoln assassination. Mrs. Surratt, a widow, was 

accused as one of the co-conspirators and was, in the end, the 

first woman hanged for such a crime in the U.S. Controversy 

still abounds as to whether she was just an innocent, albeit 

loyal, Southern woman or a premeditated murderer. See this 

new movie for Hollywoodôs take on the subject. 

The Twenty-Seventh, Welcome! 

By Dr. John Clark Ridpath, 1886 

 O ye men who flew to arms 

 In the midst of warôs alarms,  

 Fell in line without a word, 

 Seized the musket and the sword, 

 Turned from home to march and fight 

 In the battle for the right, 

 There is welcome here for you  

 O ye men who wore the blue! 

 

 Ye whom bugles sounding far 

 Called and marshalled forth to war; 

 Ye to whom it seemed the best 

 To lose your lives and save the rest, 

 Come and camp today a while 

 In the light of Freedomôs smile, 

 Hear the cheers that ring for you 

 O ye men who wore the blue! 

 

[This is becoming the ñPoetôs Cornerò of our newsletter! These 

are only the first two of a total of ten verses of this poem writ-

ten by Dr. Ridpath and read at the reunion of the Twenty-

Seventh Indiana Association at DePauw University in Green-

castle, IN, on July 2nd, 1886.  Go to the MCCWR website, 

www.mccwrt-in.org, for the remaining stanzas. It was taken 

from The Twenty-Seventh Indiana, the regimental history of the 

unit written by Edmund R. Brown and first published in 1899. 

If you have a piece of verse, from doggerel to Dante, get it to 

us and we will try to include it in a future newsletter.] 

Note the Additions to the  

Roster of Honor 
 Members Mary Pat Livingston and Scott Schroeder 

have added some of their ancestors to our permanent Roster of 

Honor. Be sure to check them out on the last page of the 

newsletter. And Mary Pat has written books on all of her fore-

bears, so we are wheedling and cajoling her for a future 

ñLegacy Profilesò program on one...or all three.  

 Remember that, at least electronically, there is no 

limit to the space we can allot to this list. Bring your ancestors 

out of the attic or shoe box and share them with everyone! 

Battle Flag of the 27th Indiana Infantry  

Donôt Forget the Overlease Library 

Our own ñrolling libraryò continues to 

add items. You can look up the latest 

index on our website at:  

www.mccwrt-in.org.  

mailto:lhutchcraft@hamilton-exhibits.com
http://www.mccwrt-in.org
http://www.mccwrt-in.org
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                  MCCWR Roster of Honor  

  

 

[If you want your information included here, send it to Secretary Steve Rolfe at srolfe@indiana.edu, or bring it to the next meeting.]  

 

Capt. Ephraim Waterman Wiley, Co. H, 8th Maine Inf.ðGrandfather of former MCCWR President David Wiley. Present or 

active at Port Royal, Fort Pulaski, Dreweryôs Bluff, Cold Harbor, Chaffinôs Farm, Deep Bottom, Spring Hill, White Oak Road, Fort 

Gregg, Fort Baldwin, Petersburg and Appomattox. 

 

Sgt. Charles Thomas Shanner, Co. A, 63rd Indiana Volunteer Inf.- Great-grandfather to MCCWR board member John Crosby.  

Chattanooga-Atlanta Campaign, Clay Springs, Battle of Atlanta. 

 

Col. James McMannomy, Commander, 63rd Indiana Volunteer Inf.- Ancestor of MCCWR member Matt Hoagland. Second 

Manassas, fought Morganôs Raiders at Shepherdsville, Kentucky. 

 

Pvt. William Nicholas Shiflet, Co. I, 10th Alabama Infantryð2nd Great Grand Uncle to Kevin Shiflet, MCCWR Treasurer. En-

gaged, to some degree, at Dranesville, Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Gaines Mill, Frazierôs Farm, Second Manassas, Harp-

ers Ferry, Sharpsburg, Hazel River, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Second Cold Harbor, Petersburg, High 

Bridge, Farmville and Appomattox. Pvt. Shiflet is only one of a total of seventeen of Kevinôs ancestors who served the Confederacy, 

including thirteen cousins, two third great granduncles and two second great granduncles.  

 

Jacob Mann, Co. A, 16th Iowa Inf.- Ancestor of Allan Sather, MCCWR member. Fought at Resaca, Adairsville, New Hope 

Church, Kennesaw Mountain, Peachtree Creek, and Bald Hill (Atlanta) where he was captured and sent to Andersonville Prison.  

 

Sgt. Miles M. Oviatt, US Marine Corps- Great grandfather of Mary Pat Livingston, member MCCWR.  Served aboard USS Van-

derbilt, USS Brooklyn.  Fought in Battles of Mobile Bay and Fort Fisher.  Commended for Medal of Honor for his service at Mobile 

Bay. Voyages included south Atlantic, Indian Ocean chasing blockade runners and capturing those renegades ships.   

  

Pvt. Luther Oviatt, Pennsylvania 14th Cavalry, Co. I- Gr-Gr-Gr Uncle of Mary Pat Livingston, member MCCWR.  Harper's Fer-

ry, Monocacy Bridge protection of B&O RR. Died at Hammond Hospital, Point Lookout while on duty. Buried Arlington Cemetery. 

 

Pvt. Cyrenas A. Young, 85th New York Infantry, Co K.- Oviatt ancestor of Mary Pat Livingston.  Plymouth, Kingston, New 

Bern, Petersburg, Suffolk. Spent time at Andersonville Prison, then sent to Florence Prison where he died days before the war ended. 

 

Cpl. James Dickson- 10th Wisconsin Infantry, Co. D; 3rd great grandfather of MCCWR member Scott Schroeder. His only real en-

gagement was at the Battle of Perryville where he was killed in action. 

 

Pvt. William Taylor Neville- 8th Iowa Infantry, Co. A; 3rd great grandfather of MCCWR member Scott Schroeder. Engagements: 

Battle of Shiloh, Siege of Vicksburg, Red River Campaign. Taken prisoner at Shiloh.  Exchanged in 1862 and returned to his unit. 

Upcoming Programs 

April 12-   Justin Smith-  First Irish  [also  
annual election of officers] 
May 10-  Mark LaPointeï The Evolution of  
Civil War Music [Note: This will be a music 

 filled ñperformanceò program and should  
be a blast! Mark your calendar now!] 
June 14-  Donna Schmink :   The 27

th
  

Indiana Battle Flag and the Flag  
Preservation Work of the Indiana War  
Memorial. 
 

Contact Information 

President  vacant 

Secretary, newsletter ed. Steve Rolfe  336-0757 

Treasurer  Kevin Shiflet  361-7491 

Hospitality  Allan Sather  876-8003 

Programs  John Crosby  339-2572 

Board Rep & tech help Rick Watson  332-4483 

Board Rep & tech help Randy Stevenson  824-5284 

Board Rep  Larry Cady  935-6124 

Board Rep  Ray Beeker  331-8925 

Monroe County Civil War Roundtable 

c/o Monroe County History Center 

202 E. 6th St. 

Bloomington, IN 47408 

*** 

Quote of the Month 

 

ñYou people of the South don't know what you are doing. This country will be drenched in blood, and God only knows  

how it will end.ò-    William Tecumseh Sherman, at Louisiana State Seminary, December 24, 1860 

*** 


