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Music from the Ranks 
The Camp Cameron String Band 

 A new era was initiat-

ed this month for the 

roundtable when an all musical 

program was brought to the 

History Center by local resi-

dent, musician and Civil War 

re-enactor Mark LaPointe and 

his group, the Camp Cameron 

String Band. Performing along 

with Mark on guitar and vocals 

were comrades Jim Krause on 

mandolin and Scott Freed on 

upright bass.  

 In full uniform, on a 

stage set carefully with those 

things that evoked memories of 

the war, like a wooden ammu-

nition box, a camp lantern and 

a 34-star flag, the trio set out to take a record crowd of 

roundtable attendees marching down the road to where the sol-

diers of the war walked, and camped and spent their more placid 

hours, hours when the demands of battle were far off and things 

like a little music would ease the loneliness and weariness and 

fear.  Backed by a haunting montage of photographs behind 

them, Mark and his tentmates treated the crowd to over an hour 

of wonderful period music. 

 The set started out with The Irish Jaunting Car, a tune 

written to commemorate Queen Victoria's visit to Ireland in 

1849. What is an Irish jaunting car, you ask? Picture John 

Wayne, Barry Fitzgerald and Maureen O’Hara in the classic 

1952 movie, The Quiet Man and you have the idea. Next up was 

Dear Old Skibereen, the story of a father telling his son about 

the famine of 1848 and having to flee his country because of 

sheer hunger. This was followed by Pat in America, a sad tale of 

a hundred young Irishmen who had taken a ship to America in 

hopes of findining a better life but instead found themselves, 

upon landing in Nova Scotia, plied with whisky and 

―encouraged‖ to join the army! 

 Adapted from old jig, Paddy’s Wedding, the next tune 

was My Father’s Gun, a recruiting song for the Irish war effort 

for the Union. ―We Fight for Uncle Sam‖ was an unabashed 

song of praise for good old General George B. McClellan, an 

officer who couldn’t seem to figure out how and when to fight, 

but whose men loved him, nevertheless. Tenting Tonight was a 

song written by Walter Kittredge and first officially published in 

1864, but it actually had been a popular song around most camp-

fires during the entire war.  

   

 Sailors are not to be forgotten in Civil War music 

and Her Bright Smile Haunts Me Still was about seamen 

during the war who missed their sweethearts back home. 

Minstrel Boy was  a good old marching song used by any 

son of Erin and Irish soldiers on both sides were know to 

use it throughout the war.  

 Just Before the 

Battle Mother is one of 

the better known and 

most remembered tunes 

today when we think of 

Civil War music. Written 

by the prolific George F. 

Root, it was perhaps a bit 

more popular with Union 

troops but was, in fact, 

heard around the camps 

on both sides. Its soft 

melody took every sol-

dier home to his moth-

er’s arms when he could 

not actually be there with 

her. 

 Found in the ―Book of Irish Songs‖, The Boys of 

the Irish Brigade tells of the Irish Brigade of the French 

Army, 1691-1791, of which most Irishmen were rightfully 

proud. Published in America on the eve of the Civil War, it 

was probably sung by Irish troops on both sides. One of the 

biggest sellers of sheet music during the war and even after 

was The Battle Cry of Freedom, another George Root song. 

It is estimated that this patriotic tune may have sold as many 

as 700,000 copies after being first published in 1862. The 

Bard of Armagh was an old Irish ballad from the late 17th 

century. If you want to hum the tune of this rebel tune, just 

think ―The Streets of Laredo‖.  

 Pat Murphy of the Irish Brigade blames both Se-

cessionists in the South and Abolitionists in the North for 

starting the war. It also shows the motivation for the Irish 

immigrant involvement in the war. They hoped that after 

the war the United States would support them in the fight 

for Irish Independence. The Irish Volunteer was a rousing 

song that inspired the crowd to clap along, and the big fin-

ish for the evening was The Battle Hymn of the Republic,  a 

tune that first appeared in 1862 and brought Julia Ward 

Howe a whopping $5.00 when she sold it. It remains today 

perhaps the quintessential Civil War song and brought the 

audience to its feet as they showed their appreciation at the 

effort and talent of Union soldier Mark LaPointe and his 

string band. Look for a return engagement down the road! 

  

  

Mark LaPointe 

Civil War sheet music 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Just_Before_the_Battle,_Mother_-_Project_Gutenberg_eText_21566.png


Special Program Change Note  
 The program originally scheduled for June 14th, 

Donna Schmink speaking on the Flag Preservation Project 

of the Indiana War Memorial, has had to be postponed. Ms. 

Schmink was recently involved in a serious automobile 

accident and, while a full recovery is expected in time, she 

will be unable to come down from Indianapolis and join us 

on Flag Day. We hope to reschedule Ms. Schmink’s talk in 

the future.  

 Filling in for her will be our own Rick Watson 

who will try, once again, to inform everyone on the Com-

mittee on the Conduct of the War. Rick has been snowed 

out at least twice on this program over the last couple of 

years. We have assured him that, if he is snowed out in 

June, we promise not to ask him to do it again! 

*** 

The Ten Bloodiest  

Battles of the War 
 Last month we proposed the Ten Best Commanded 

Battles of the War. What follows here is the Civil War 

Trust’s list of the Ten Bloodiest Battles of the War.  

 

     Battle    Casualties 

1. Gettysburg    40,638 

2. Chickamauga   28,399  

3. Seven Days    27,535 

4. Antietam    23,381 

5. The Wilderness   22,033 

6. Chancellorsville   21,862 

7. Atlanta    19,715 

8. Second Manassas   19,204 

9. Stones River    18,459 

10. Shiloh    17,897 

 

Have any comments on this list? Send your comments or 

opinions to newsletter editor Steve Rolfe, and we will pub-

lish then in the next Sentinel. Just send them to: 

srolfe@indiana.edu  

*** 

Come to the June Meeting  

and Get a Free Gift!  
 In a shameless ploy for attendance, one of our 

board members has asked us to pass along that he will have 

a free gift for everyone at the June meeting, just for show-

ing up. Now, he cautioned us to tell you not to get your 

hopes up, but it is definitely cool and certainly Civil War 

related, so come on the 14th and help us wind up the year 

with a big crowd...although it will be hard to beat the record 

number we had for Mark LaPointe and the Camp Cameron 

String Band! 

*** 

  ―I don’t believe we can have an army 

without music…‖ 

                                                  -Robert E. Lee- 

 

 

 

Assault Repulsed! 
[Member and frequent presenter Bob Willey recently 

found and shared this interesting commentary by Bill 

Olendorf.] 

―Civil War Times Illustrated, October 1965, had an article 

called 'Each Man His Own Engineer' A first person account by 

Lieut. Henry O. Dwight who was Adjutant of the 20th Ohio 

Vol. Infantry. The average civilian, when he reads in the papers 

an account of an assault on earthworks, really does not know 

the full meaning of the expression 'assault repulsed' Here is 

what happens during such an operation: You make up your 

mind, for example, to assault an enemy work. You have formed 

a line of battle, with a second and third line behind you for sup-

port. You march forth with determination to accomplish the 

object, yet aware of the magnitude of the undertaking. An ad-

vance of two hundred yards brings you to the hostile picket line, 

and here the opposition begins. You dash across the space be-

tween the two lines; you lose a few men; and the hostile pickets, 

after making as much noise as possible, run back to their main 

works. By this time the enemy are sure that you are really com-

ing, and open on you with artillery and a heavy fire of musket-

ry. A shell screams through your ranks, producing more moral 

than physical effect, or throws shrapnel, which, bursting in 

front, scatters myriads of small bullets across your front. You 

commence to lose men rapidly. The 'ball' is opened. 

 

'Forward, double-quick' is the command. And while the whole 

enemy line fires from behind their works, your men, heedless of 

this--of death intensified, the bullets, the shells--dash on with 

wild cheers. The abatis with its tangled intricacy of sharpened 

branches snare your line. Tripping, falling, rising again, the men 

struggle through. Though the minutes drag interminably, and 

though at each forward step there are left fallen many brave 

men who have paid for the ground, you do get through with a 

part of your force. 

 

You rush on. The firing grows more fierce, the men more des-

perate. Your three lines have almost been reduced to one, and 

you strike another abatis. In this are the palisades, which must 

be uprooted by force before a man can pass. You stumble, fall, 

tear your flesh on those stakes. You must stop to pull them up--

you are gasping for breath. Masked batteries open, pouring can-

ister into your writhing, struggling, bleeding mass, so close that 

the flame scorches and the smoke blinds. Is it any wonder that 

your three lines are torn to pieces, and have to give back from 

the redoubled fire of an enemy as yet comparatively uninjured.  

 

And then the slaughter of a retreat under fire! Often it is better 

to lie down and take this fire rather than lose all by falling back 

under such circumstances. 

 

It has been demonstrated in this war that earth-works can be 

rendered nearly impregnable on either side against a direct as-

sault. An attack on fortified lines costs a fearful price. Before 

making one you should consider carefully whether the cost ex-

ceeds the gain. An assault means a slaughter pen, a charnel 

house, and an army of weeping wives, mothers, and sisters at 

home. This is inevitable.‖ 

 



Artifacts Needed 
 Lauren Baker, an intern this summer at the Monroe 

County History Center, and Jenny Mack, the exhibits director, 

are currently working on a Civil War exhibit that will open in 

mid-July, just before the encampment at the end of that 

month. While the museum is not short on letters and journals 

to display, they are in need of artifacts to use in the exhibit. 

They are hoping that the members of the Civil War 

Roundtable, might have some items we would be willing to 

loan to the museum. This would be greatly appreciated.  

 As always with such loans, they would be rigorously 

protected and returned to the owners at the close of the exhib-

it. If you have anything at all that you would like to share and 

maybe ―show off‖ a bit, call Lauren or Jenny at 332-2517 or 

just drop by the History Center and talk with anyone there. 

*** 

Connor Prairie Opens New 

Morgan’s Raid Exhibit in June 
 

 A multi-million dollar Civil War ―exhibit‖ opens 

June 4–5 at Conner Prairie Interactive History Park in Fishers, 

just north of Indianapolis. The new show, ―1863 Civil War 

Journey: Raid on Indiana,‖ uses high-tech innovations to put 

visitors in the middle of Confederate Gen. John Hunt Mor-

gan’s July 1863 raid. This incredible one-of-a-kind outdoor 

experience puts you right in the middle of an Indiana brush 

with the Civil War. For information on the exhibit and Connor 

Prairie in general, just go to http://www.connerprairie.org/

Plan-Your-Visit/1863-Civil-War-Journey.aspx 

 

2011-12 Program Preview 

Sept. 13 Jeff  Patrick– The Battle of Wilson’s Creek 

Oct. 11 Dick Worsena– The Story of the H.L. Hunley 

Nov. 8 Gail Stephens– Lew Wallace in the Civil War 

Dec. 13 Annual holiday dinner– contributors’  program 

Jan.10- Ray Beeker- The Fire-eaters 

Feb. 14 Larry Cady– The Impact of the Telegraph 

Mar 13 TBA 

Apr 10 Scott Schroeder– Stealing the General 

May 8 Kevin Shiflet– topic TBA later 

June 12 Charles Matson– Wilder’s Brigade at Hoover’s Gap 

  

A Friend Needs Some Help 

 One of our friends at the History Center, Lou Mal-

comb, is interested in what prison camps there may have been 

in Indiana during the war. While she has now heard of Camp 

Morton, she would like to know if there were others and where. 

She is especially interested in anyone who can verify or dis-

prove the supposed existence of a Confederate prisoner-of-war 

camp in a ―box canyon‖ near Unionville. If anyone has any 

information that might help her, contact Lou at mal-

comb@indiana.edu. 

Complete Lyrics to  

“Just Before the Battle, Mother” 

Just before the battle, mother, 

I am thinking most of you, 

While upon the field we're watching 

With the enemy in view. 

Comrades brave are 'round me lying, 

Filled with thoughts of home and God 

For well they know that on the morrow, 

Some will sleep beneath the sod. 

CHORUS: [sung between each verse] 

Farewell, mother, you may never 

Press me to your heart again, 

But, oh, you'll not forget me, mother, 

If I'm numbered with the slain. 

Oh, I long to see you, mother, 

And the loving ones at home, 

But I'll never leave our banner, 

Till in honor I can come. 

Tell the traitors all around you 

That their cruel words we know, 

In every battle kill our soldiers 

By the help they give the foe. 

Hark! I hear the bugles sounding, 

'Tis the signal for the fight, 

Now, may God protect us, mother, 

As He ever does the right. 

Hear the "Battle-Cry of Freedom," 

How it swells upon the air, 

Oh, yes, we'll rally 'round the standard, 

Or we'll perish nobly there. 
Are You a Photo-Bug? 

 Many of us are familiar with the Civil War Trust and 

―cruise‖ its website regularly, But if you are a camera buff and 

have never considered it before, you might want to look into 

the annual photography contest sponsored by the Trust. En-

tries are being accepted through August 21.  

 Take your Kodak (or maybe Nikon?) along when you 

travel to CW sites over the next few weeks and submit a photo 

that you think is worthy and see what happens. You never 

know. For details and entry forms, go to: 
www.civilwar.org/photos/annual -photo-contest/official -rules.html  

*** 

―Well, it made you immortal.‖- Col. John S. Mosby to 

George Pickett many years after the war when discussing the 

latter’s famous charge at Gettysburg.  

 

https://www.exchange.iu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=a906a395f1c943e3ab1c403241d45676&URL=http%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3fllr%3dax9w9xbab%26et%3d1105740304461%26s%3d3421%26e%3d001WB1hc_KShxHYT_IMQo1whJNHtXivTQUvQ13ZfzoLn8dozBZXkt4G936lfqXL1CFl4PbL9N9E5Di2RuOrNxv0


                  MCCWR Roster of Honor  

  

 

[If you want your information included here, send it to Secretary Steve Rolfe at srolfe@indiana.edu, or bring it to the next meeting.]  

 

Capt. Ephraim Waterman Wiley, Co. H, 8th Maine Inf.—Grandfather of former MCCWR President David Wiley. Present or 

active at Port Royal, Fort Pulaski, Drewery’s Bluff, Cold Harbor, Chaffin’s Farm, Deep Bottom, Spring Hill, White Oak Road, Fort 

Gregg, Fort Baldwin, Petersburg and Appomattox. 

 

Sgt. Charles Thomas Shanner, Co. A, 63rd Indiana Volunteer Inf.- Great-grandfather to MCCWR board member John Crosby.  

Chattanooga-Atlanta Campaign, Clay Springs, Battle of Atlanta. 

 

Col. James McMannomy, Commander, 63rd Indiana Volunteer Inf.- Ancestor of MCCWR member Matt Hoagland. Second 

Manassas, fought Morgan’s Raiders at Shepherdsville, Kentucky. 

 

Pvt. William Nicholas Shiflet, Co. I, 10th Alabama Infantry—2nd Great Grand Uncle to Kevin Shiflet, MCCWR Treasurer. En-

gaged, to some degree, at Dranesville, Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Gaines Mill, Frazier’s Farm, Second Manassas, Harp-

ers Ferry, Sharpsburg, Hazel River, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Second Cold Harbor, Petersburg, High 

Bridge, Farmville and Appomattox. Pvt. Shiflet is only one of a total of seventeen of Kevin’s ancestors who served the Confederacy, 

including thirteen cousins, two third great granduncles and two second great granduncles.  

 

Jacob Mann, Co. A, 16th Iowa Inf.- Ancestor of Allan Sather, MCCWR member. Fought at Resaca, Adairsville, New Hope 

Church, Kennesaw Mountain, Peachtree Creek, and Bald Hill (Atlanta) where he was captured and sent to Andersonville Prison.  

 

Sgt. Miles M. Oviatt, US Marine Corps- Great grandfather of Mary Pat Livingston, member MCCWR.  Served aboard USS Van-

derbilt, USS Brooklyn.  Fought in Battles of Mobile Bay and Fort Fisher.  Commended for Medal of Honor for his service at Mobile 

Bay. Voyages included south Atlantic, Indian Ocean chasing blockade runners and capturing those renegades ships.   

  

Pvt. Luther Oviatt, Pennsylvania 14th Cavalry, Co. I- Gr-Gr-Gr Uncle of Mary Pat Livingston, member MCCWR.  Harper's Fer-

ry, Monocacy Bridge protection of B&O RR. Died at Hammond Hospital, Point Lookout while on duty. Buried Arlington Cemetery. 

 

Pvt. Cyrenas A. Young, 85th New York Infantry, Co K.- Oviatt ancestor of Mary Pat Livingston.  Plymouth, Kingston, New 

Bern, Petersburg, Suffolk. Spent time at Andersonville Prison, then sent to Florence Prison where he died days before the war ended. 

 

Cpl. James Dickson- 10th Wisconsin Infantry, Co. D; 3rd great grandfather of MCCWR member Scott Schroeder. His only real en-

gagement was at the Battle of Perryville where he was killed in action. 

 

Final Program for  

2010-2011 Season 

 
June 14-  Rick Watson (MCCWR Member) on 
The Committee on the Conduct of the War. 
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Board Rep & tech help Randy Stevenson  824-5284 
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Monroe County Civil War Roundtable 
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Bloomington, IN 47408 

http://www.mccwrt-in.org/ 

 

*** 

Quote of the Month 

 

“General Lee is a little nervous this morning; he wishes me to attack; I do not wish to do so without Pickett. I never like to go 

into battle with one boot off.”  - Gen. James Longstreet to Gen. John Bell Hood on day two of Gettysburg.. 

*** 

Many thanks to our new technical editor, Yasser Chuttur, for 

his generous donation of time to make our newsletter more 

interactively ―friendly‖! 


